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and theoretical knowledge is most vague. The characterization of the 
former is to the present writer exceedingly unsatisfactory. Does Baldwin 
mean that practise can be reduced to terms of knowledge of practise? Is 
the whole world of human action, the world of rights and obligations, of 
freedom and responsibility, a mere epiphenomenon of esthetic immediacy? 
Perhaps the fourth volume will discuss this question and answer it, but we 
find the whole treatment of " The Logic of Practice," devoted as it is to 
the subject of affective logic in the sense of Ribot, to be inadequate as a 
treatment of the logic of ethico-political values. 

The entire subject of religious experience is reserved for the fourth 
volume, in which the meaning of the term reality is to be further investi- 
gated. We shall await with interest the appearance of that work. The 
method of the entire treatise is genetic, and hence different from the dia- 
lectic method of such a work as Bradley's " Appearance and Reality." 
Where the latter demolishes the pretensions of the intellect by an inexor- 
able logic, Baldwin's work simply attempts to show that for the knower 
the results of his theoretical and practical judgments are not absolutely 
valid. Have we, then, in the work, another of the creations of the romantic 
spirit in modern philosophy? Assuredly, it will not be the least of them 
in importance. 

G. A. Tawney. 
University of Cincinnati. 

History as Past Ethics: An Introduction to the History of Morals. 

Philip Van Ness Myers. Boston : Ginn & Company. 1913. Pp. 387. 

The author's thesis that the philosophy of ethics " must be based on a 
knowledge of the facts of the moral life of the race in all the various 
stages of the historic evolution " is in praiseworthy harmony with the so- 
ciological attitude of to-day, but it is to be doubted whether this book is a 
successful presentation of that thesis. The author is a veteran writer of 
historical text-books, and does not seem to possess a really sociological 
point of view. On examination the book turns out to be based not upon 
the facts of the moral life, that is, upon the ethical practises of the so- 
cieties discussed as related in the literature of historians, travelers, and 
anthropologists — the method which has made the works of Hobhouse and 
Westermarck so illuminating, — but rather upon the moral codes and 
sacred books and philosophic theorizing of the ethicists of the ages. The 
book is, therefore, not a real history of morals, if by morals we mean social 
practise into which enters the element of choice and approval, but a com- 
pilation and summary of the moral beliefs as codified by the articulate ele- 
ments of the societies. It is, in other words, a history of the moralists, 
rather than of morals. A true history of morals would involve much more 
than this ; it would have to include a genetic account of the ideals in rela- 
tion to the social complex, the mass realization of those ideals and their 
slow alteration through the ages. 

The author's point of view is too static, — one might say, too ethical. 
For he insists upon interpreting the ideals, beliefs, and prejudices of the 
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ancient Egyptians, Babylonians, Chinese, Hindus, Greeks, Romans, and 
modern Europeans, all equally from the standpoint of the Spencerian 
Protestant. His approving quotation from Petrie (p. 39), to the effect 
that the virtues and vices of ancient Egyptian morality belong " far more 
to the tone of Chesterfield and Gibbon than to that of Kingsley and 
Carlyle " is perhaps as delicious a remark as can be found in the whole 
range of ethical literature. The book is too much colored by this intellec- 
tualism which has made the study of ethics in the past a branch of logic 
rather than of sociology. Surely a statement that "man is by nature a 
moral being " is not illuminating from either an historical or sociological 
point of view, and to say that "the discontinuance of cannibalism may 
with little hesitation be ascribed to the growth and refinement of the moral 
feelings " is about as valuable as to say that the discontinuance of the 
protectionist policy may be with little hesitation ascribed to the removal 
of the tariff on imports. These facile causal hiatuses are not untypical of 
the school in which the author was bred, but that was a school that was not 
particularly successful in deriving theories from facts. Nothing, of 
course, could be more important than a simply presented and truly induc- 
tive historical study of morals, but it must be written from a point of view 
which sees morality as a general function of the social complex rather than 
as an inherent spiritual force. 

Randolph S. Bourne. 
Columbia University. 
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